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national, comprehensive study to identify best
practices to protect and preserve the Mis-
sissippi River, America’s greatest waterway.
Additionally, by passing this bill, Congress is
investing in tackling the urgent challenge of
global climate change. The bill provides over
$178 million for climate change programs in
the Department of the Interior, $80 million for
climate change planning and on-the-ground
conservation efforts at the Fish and Wildlife
Service, and $31 million for climate change
adaptation activities at the Bureau of Land
Management, the National Park Service, and
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Climate change is
happening now, and Congress must invest to
adapt to its impacts on America’s lands and
economy.

My state of Minnesota is blessed with fresh
water resources, including over 10,000 lakes
and the headwaters of the Mississippi River.
This legislation provides $667 million—$507
million over FY2009—in much-needed invest-
ments to promote and protect our nation’s
great water bodies. This includes $475 million
for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative,
which will involve the coordination and col-
laboration of 16 Federal agencies, the States
of the Great Lakes Region, local government,
and citizens groups in an effort to restore the
source of 20 percent of the world’s fresh sur-
face water. This bill also directs EPA to invest
in essential research on the human health and
environmental impacts of endocrine disrupting
compounds and other contaminants in our
water supply.

This bill makes important investments to
empower our country’s Native American com-
munities and enhance support of the arts. It
provides $6.8 billion for programs at the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and the Indian Health
Service, including almost an almost $7 million
increase in funding for the Urban Indian
Health Program. And finally, H.R. 2996 in-
cludes funding increases for the National En-
dowment of the Arts and the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. | strongly support
these investments and applaud the Committee
for these including these provisions.

| urge passage of this legislation.

———————

IN MEMORY OF FATHER FLOYD
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HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
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Friday, July 31, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | pay tribute
today to a man of God who dedicated his life
to improving the lives of those less fortunate.
Father Floyd Lotito, the heart and soul of St.
Anthony’s Dining Room, left our world on July
14, ending his long and valiant struggle with
Parkinson’s disease.

Born in Los Angeles, as Alfonso Joseph
Lotito, he took Floyd as his religious name
when he entered the Franciscan Order in
1953, prior to being ordained into the priest-
hood seven years later. He received his Bach-
elor of Sacred Theology from Old Mission
Theological Seminary in Santa Barbara and
his Masters in Speech and Communication
Arts from Marquette University.

Before joining the St. Anthony Foundation in
1968, Father Floyd spent time as a high
school teacher in Santa Barbara and as a par-
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ish priest in communities all across our coun-
try.

When | think of Father Floyd, | remember a
man who knew everyone’s name, yet called
us all “brother” or “sister” as a sign of re-
spect. He went out of his way to make people
feel special and was known locally for his an-
nual Blessing of the Taxi Fleet and the Bless-
ing of the Animals.

Father Floyd’s wisdom and eloquence gar-
nered him invitations to give the benediction at
the 1984 Democratic National Convention in
San Francisco, the opening of Pacific Bell
Park in 2000, and many others.

The St. Anthony Foundation has ministered
to the poor and down-on-their-luck for more
than 40 years, in large part due to Father
Floyd's ability to reach people of all types in
profoundly personal ways. He did not see rich
or poor, he only saw those who could help
and those who needed help.

Father Floyd held many positions at St. An-
thony’s, but nearest to his heart was the St.
Anthony Dining Room. Opened in 1981, it is
now the leading free-meal program in the city,
providing more than 2,500 meals a day to San
Francisco’s poor. Earlier this year, Father
Floyd served his 35 millionth meal.

Madam Speaker, our community is fortunate
to have been blessed with Father Floyd. He
leaves our community better than he found it
and it brightens my heart to know that San
Francisco has yet another angel to help guide
us.

————————

A TRIBUTE HONORING THE
FALKENTHAL-NICHOLS WEDDING

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to extend my best wishes to two
young Americans who are starting their new
life together. On Friday, June 4, 2009,
Michelle Lynn Falkenthal and Michael David
Nichols were joined in matrimony surrounded
by their loving family and friends at the Earl
Burns Miller Japanese Garden located on the
campus of California State University, Long
Beach.

Michelle Falkenthal was born in West Co-
vina, California on December 24, 1979. Her
mother, Evelyn Bobbitt, is an accounting tech-
nician for the County of San Bernardino, and
her step-father, David Bobbitt, is a director of
audits for Riverside Community College. Her
father is Robert Falkenthal, an attorney in pri-
vate practice, and her step-mother is Jennette
Falkenthal, a homemaker. Michelle graduated
from Colton high school and is currently em-
ployed as a billing agent for Cox Communica-
tions.

Michael Nichols was born in Arcadia, Cali-
fornia on December 12, 1980. His mother,
Linda Nichols, is a secretary at Arcadia High
School, and his father, Ken Nichols, is a gen-
eral contractor. Michael attended Arcadia High
School and Embry Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity in Prescott, Arizona. He is employed as
an independent contractor pilot.

In this constantly developing age of elec-
tronic communications, it's no surprise that the
young couple first met via the internet. After
several weeks of getting acquainted online,
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Michelle and Michael had their first date on
June 5, 2007. They were engaged fifteen
months later on September 14, 2008. The
couple enjoys spending time with family and
friends, going to Big Bear Lake, bike riding,
and remodeling their new home, among other
activities. Their many friends say Michelle and
Michael are very well suited for each other,
and their families already consider each of
them a member of the family. The newlywed
couple will make their home in the city of
Chino Hills in Los Angeles County.

Michelle and Michael were joined in their
wedding celebration in Long Beach by guests
from across town and across the country.
Family and friends traveled from Maryland,
Washington, DC, Sacramento, Oxnard,
Newberry Park, the Inland Empire, and from
across southern California. Special partici-
pants in the wedding ceremony included the
maid of honor Casandra Holiday, the brides-
maids, Sally Lara and Evie Bobbitt, the bride’s
niece and sister respectively, and the
groomsmen Travis Amezcua, Ryan Benigno,
Caleb Gray, and Dustin Mullins. Leading the
bridal party and assembled family and guests
in the wedding celebration and officiating the
vows was the Reverend Doctor Paul Yestebo
of the New Hope Community Church in Hun-
tington Beach.

Madam Speaker, | offer my best congratula-
tions to the Bobbitt, Falkenthal, and Nichols
families, and their friends and guests on this
happy and memorable occasion. To Michelle
and Michael, | offer the sentiment and gifts
which George Bailey offered the Martini family
as they moved into their new home in the
classic film, “It's a Wonderful Life”: “Bread!
That their house may never know hunger.
Salt! That life may always have flavor. And
wine! That joy and prosperity may reign for-
ever.” Lastly, | wish that throughout their won-
derful life together, Michelle and Michael will
always have an abundance of what St. Paul
wrote of in his letter to the Corinthians, “faith,
hope, and love; and the greatest of these is
love.”

———

FOOD SAFETY ENHANCEMENT ACT
OF 2009

SPEECH OF
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 29, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in reluctant support of H.R. 2749, the Food
Safety Enhancement Act of 2009. While | sup-
port the legislation, it is by no means perfect
and it is my sincere hope that the concerns |
share with my colleagues in the House will be
addressed as the bill moves through the legis-
lative process.

Ensuring the safety of America’s food sup-
ply is a critical issue, which warrants our ut-
most attention. In light of recent outbreaks of
food-borne illnesses that have caused sick-
ness and death in our country, | believe it is
imperative the action be taken to restore con-
fidence to the American people in the food
they eat. This task requires careful analysis of
our current food supply dynamic, as well as
thoughtful consideration of implications of any
potential solutions. Our constituents deserve
no less.
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